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Friends, fellowship and picnic time!
Hear how quilts make a difference for Eagle Ranch kids. 

of fabric and the texture, Shannon 
wrote the book Scrappy Bits 
Appliqué, where she teaches how to 
turn scraps of fabric into gorgeous, 
modern art quilts by collaging a 
variety of fabrics, vintage and new, 
with different colors, tones, and 
patterns to create really interesting 
and unique textures.

Shannon will be our speaker at the 
August meeting and do a workshop 
on Tuesday.  Signups will begin at 
the picnic.  Check out her website to 
learn more about her.  
shannon-brinkley-studio.myshopify.com

Denise Ulrich
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The picnic will be wonderful.  If you 
want to carpool from the church, meet 
in the lower parking lot by10:30am. 
The picnic will start at 11 o’clock.  
There is parking at Eagle Ranch, but it 
is limited.  Please plan to bring your 
dish to share and your Show and Tell 
masterpieces.

Next Month 

In July we will be treated to a 
program on how to keep your sewing 
machines in tip top shape and know 
when to get them serviced 
professionally.  George Pennington 
of Sew Right by George will be our 
speaker.  We all have machines that 
are expensive to replace if abused, 
so George can show us how to 
maintain them, when to have them 
professionally serviced, and answer 
our questions about our machines.  
Plan to take some notes.

CHURN DASHNews

June 5 - Carpool to leave church at 10:30 am
June 5 - Picnic @ Eagle Ranch 11 am
June 19 - Project Day - Log Cabin blocks

July 10 - George Pennington
July 17 - Project Day - Hawaiian appliqué

August 7 - Shannon Brinkley 
August 8 - Workshop
August 21 - Project Day

Sept 11 - Guild Meeting
Sept 11 -  Sign up for Retreat with $70
Sept 18 - Project Day - Billfold wallets

Oct 1 - Guild Meeting
Oct 1 - Retreat 2nd Payment Due $50
Oct 6, 7, 8 - Mule Camp
Oct 16 - Project Day
Oct 27, 28, 29 - Braselton Fall Festival

Nov 6 - Guild Meeting
Nov 6 - Retreat 3rd Payment Due $50

Dec 4 - Christmas Luncheon

Jan 8 - Guild Meeting Election of Officers
Jan 22 - Project Day

Feb 5 - Insulation of New 2018 Board
Feb 13-16 - HCQG Quilting Retreat 

George Pennington

In August another nationally known 
speaker will be here to show us her 
way of creatively making quilts even 
more special with appliqué. Shannon 
Brinkley is a quilt and fabric designer, 
author, national speaker and teacher 
based in Austin, TX.

Shannon has always been drawn to 
any craft involving textiles. As a young 
girl, she explored weaving, 
embroidery, knitting, garment sewing, 
among others, and began quilting in 
college, where she fell completely in 
love with the craft. Inspired by her love 

Coming up…
Shannon Brinkley

http://shannon-brinkley-studio.myshopify.com
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Many happy returns to our 
 June birthdays!

  
 6  -  Phyllis West
 8  -  Margaret Roberts
14 - Martha Vandenbossche
22 - Nicki DeVillier
27 - Connie Cobb
29 - Faye Marcklinger

You all get to celebrate at the Picnic on 
June 5th at Eagle Ranch for your special 
day :)   Please mark your calendars to bring 
your Birthday Raffle prize to the July 
meeting on July 10th.  Of course, you 
always have the option of participating 
another month if that fits your needs better.

Connie Murphy Thank you to everyone who brought 
refreshments last month.

This month is the picnic in on 
June 5, please call Rose King at 
610-781-2727 by May 31 if you plan 
on coming.

Rose King

Please remember 

Diane Erickson 
in your thoughts and prayers.

Diane has had many set backs on 
her road to recovery.  Please be in 
prayer for her, and her family during 
this time.  Cards for Diane Erickson 
during her hospital stay and recovery 
can be sent to this address.

Diane Erickson
c/o 8th Floor nursing station
Emory University Hospital
1364 Clifton Rd NE 
Atlanta, Georgia 30322

Do you know of anyone in the guild 
that is dealing with an illness or 
recovering from a surgery,  please 
let us know.  Carol Johnson sends 
out cards each month to guild 
members.  We truly miss you when 
you are gone and want to send you 
some love and prayers while you 
recover.

HCQG
Retreat

It’s time to plan ahead for our annual 
guild retreat.  The dates are 
Tuesday, February 13 through 
Friday, February 16, 2018.  We know 
this is over Valentine’s Day so 
consider it a treat to yourself.  Our 
guys figure it’s their gift too, the 
house is quiet and they have total 
domain over the TV remote! We will 
be returning to the 
FFA-FCCLA camp in Covington, lots 
of construction and improvements 
are under way at the camp, we’re 
anxious to see what’s happening.  

The cost this year will be $170.  Sign 
up starts at our September 11th 
meeting.  Sign up is first come, first 
serve with an initial deposit of $70.  
The balance will be due as follows, 
$50 in October and $50 in 
November.  We are already busily 
planning and have some fun 
surprises in mind.  Any questions 
please contact one of us.

Chris Anderson & Donna Proctor

Retreat Feb 13-16, 2018

Sign up Sept 11th $ 70.

October 1st $ 50.

November 6th $ 50.

$170

 

RSVP for
Picnic

by May 31
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Project Day 
June 19 - Log Cabin blocks for raffle quilt  
Bring 20” square of light background

20” square dark fabric batick
Sissors
Matching threads

July 17 - Hawaiian Applique class

Sept 18 - Wallet Billford with metal clip class

Pillows for chemotherapy patients

1) Basic pillow should be 8 1/2 x 13 inches. 
2) You are responsible for stuffing the pillows                    
with fiber fill.

Pet beds

1) 15 x 18-20 inches
2) Pre-made covers are available
3) Fill cover with scraps and sew shut
4) Be careful not to include pins or paper

Thanks again for helping with this worthy cause

Chris Anderson

Georgia Quilt Council
Membership in the Georgia Quilt Council is open to all quilters and quilt lovers who 
want to be a part of promoting the art of quilting.

Dues are $20.00 and cover membership for January 1 – December 30.  Dues are 
payable by the beginning of each fiscal year, or upon application for membership. Dues 
paid now will cover your membership for 2017.

The Quilt Council is offering a deal on memberships for whole guilds that sign up.  If a 
guild signs up more than 50% of its members than membership will be offered at $2 
instead of the normal $20.

The Hall County Quilters Guild is currently considering if the 
whole guild is interested in joining the Georgia Quilt Council.
Member Benefits

1) Six issues of “The Sampler”, the Council newsletter published in even-numbered 
months.
2) A membership directory for your personal use, published at the end of February. The 
directory also features Georgia quilt guilds, quilt shops, and council members who are 
teachers or who have quilt-related businesses.
3) Access to a helpful, easy-to-navigate website, www.georgiaquiltcouncil.com.
Discounted GQC Convention registration. Members save almost 30% when registering for 
the Spring or Fall Conventions, held in March and October each year.
4) Members-only six-hour workshops with nationally and internationally known quilt 
teachers. The guild-hosted workshops are on each of three days prior to Spring and Fall 
Conventions in venues around the state.
5) Opportunities to serve as leaders of a statewide non-profit organization of quilters.
Perhaps this quote from one of our younger members describes membership in the 
Georgia Quilt Council best
6) The members who have joined the Council to date know that while there are many 
benefits one of the best is meeting new people and making new friends all across the 
state.  

Membership allows you the benefit of being allowed to attend the Convention/Retreat

SEWFEST 
Retreat and Convention August 16 -19, 2017  Wed - Sat
Epworth-by-the-Sea, St. Simmons, Georgia

Included in cost 3 breakfasts, 3 lunches, 3 suppers, Wed supper- Sat lunch.

Each room contains two queen beds
Cost Single Room $553.00

Double $401.00
Triple $347.00
Quad $330.56

Register with deposit $50, Balance paid in full by July 15, 2017

Fances Brooks
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What are you quilting?
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Eagle Ranch helps make life better for 
children and their families, positively 
impacting communities for the glory of 
God.  Eagle Ranch boys and girls 
come from a variety of backgrounds 
and situations.  They partner with their 
families to help them navigate through 
whatever crisis they may be facing.  
The June picnic will be a great month 
for learning more about Eagle Ranch 
and to learn why we support such a 
great program! 

Recently, I met the parents of the Joy 
house.  They house the older boys 
that are staying in Eagle Ranch.  They 
are so appreciative of the quilts, but 
asked if we could make some age 
appropriate quilts for the older boys.  
They love camouflage, fishing, 
hunting, sports, and/or blue and green 
fabrics, etc.  I promised that we would 
do our best to make sure they get 
what they need soon and that we 
already have some in the works.  

Thanks to the members that picked up 
quilt kits this last month!  We gave out 
5 kits last month.  I can't wait to see 
how they look!  

New members, please stop by our 
tables and we will be happy to walk 
you through picking out a kit that 
matches your level of sewing ability or 
one that challenges you!  Peggy, 
Jenny T. ,and I (Jenny G.) will be 
happy to help get you started!

 Jenny Grandfield
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2017 HCQG Executive Board
Co-Presidents

Becky Bicknell
Roxan Brown

Vice President 
Denise Ulrich

Secretary
Lydia Conner

Treasurer
Betty Heathman

5 Favorite Quilting Tips and Tricks
By Sherri McConnell 

Ready to improve your quilting expertise? Here is a round-up of helpful 
tips for quilting including ideas to save time and improve accuracy.

1. PRE-WIND NEUTRAL BOBBINS
This is an especially helpful idea when attending a class or retreat. 
Store your collection of pre-wound bobbins in a bobbin case, and 
you’re ready to sew for hours (or days)! Pre-wound bobbins can also 
be purchased from some thread manufactures.

2. CHAIN PIECING
Not only does chain piecing save a lot of time for quilters, but it also 
helps to save thread. To chain piece, sew a set of fabric pieces 
together, stopping just before the edge of the fabric pair. Without 
removing the fabrics from the presser foot, prepare and add another 
set of fabrics. Begin sewing the next pair without clipping threads. 
Chain piecing goes even faster when the paired pieces have been 
prepared and stacked, and are ready to sew in large groups.

3. INCREASE ACCURACY
Sewing a precise 1/4” seam is the most important tool a quilter can 
have. To save time and avoid frustration be sure you are always 
sewing accurate 1/4 seams. While many machines come with specialty 
1/4” feet, these also need to be tried and tested to be sure they are 
accurate. To test your seam allowance sew and then measuring the 
width of the seam with an acrylic ruler. Another way to do this is to 
rotary cut three 1 1/2” x 5” strips of fabric. Sew them together with your 
1/4” seam. Press the seams open and measure the width of the middle 

 strip from the right side of the fabric. The middle strip should measure 
exactly 1” wide. If this measurement is not correct, cut new strips and 
continue to make adjustments until your seams are 1/4”. Some 
machines allow the needle to be moved to the right or the left, and 
often it’s possible to make an adjustment by simply moving the needle.

Also note that some quilt patterns call for a “scant” 1/4” seam 
allowance which means that your seam allowance should be just a 
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HCQG meetings are on the FIRST Monday of each month 
unless that day is a holiday (then the meeting is the second Monday of the month)
Social Hour is at 9:30 a.m. and the meeting starts at 10:00 
Project Day is held THIRD Monday of each month at the church at 10:00 a.m. 
bring anything you are working on as well as a dish to share (or just bring your own lunch if 
that works better for you).

Are you new to the Hall County Quilters Guild?
Check out our website at HCQG.org for valuable information like how to 
make a name badge, our policies and proceedures, how to make a quilt for 
Eagle Ranch and even photos of quilts that our members have made.

thread’s width smaller than a true 1/4”. Make adjustments as described 
above for this type of 1/4” seam when it is called for.
Preparing by Stacking Fabric Pieces

4. PREPARE AND STACK PIECES
Cutting and stacking pieces ahead of time can lead to much time saved 
later.

 5. MAINTAIN YOUR MACHINE
Remember to periodically clear any lint and oil the bobbin case of your 
machine. A well-maintained machine is one that will provide years and 
years of trouble-free sewing. One easy way to regularly take care of this 
routine maintenance is to clean and oil after you have emptied five bobbins 
(keep empty bobbins together so you know). For professional 
maintenance, most manufacturers recommend a regular cleaning once a 
year. Choose one month a year and regularly take your machine in for a 
“spa” day during that month each year.

https://www.craftsy.com/blog/2013/10/favorite-quilting-tips-and-tricks/

http://HCQG.org
https://www.craftsy.com/blog/2013/10/favorite-quilting-tips-and-tricks/




2017 Raffle Quilt
Hall County Quilters Guild 2017 raffle quilt was made by 
several of our members.  Quilted by Denise Ulrich.  

Tickets are $1 each.
Six tickets can be purchased for $5.

For extra savings come visit us at one of our festival venues 
for your height in tickets for $10.

Oct 6, 7, 8 - Mule Camp
Located on the Square in Gainesville, Georgia

Oct 27, 28, 29 - Braselton Fall Festival 
Located in the park square downtown Braselton, 
Georgia

Proceeds from this Raffle Quilt go toward the cost of 
completing our Eagle Ranch quilts and also providing funding 
for our HCQG budget.

Drawing for this quilt will be on December 4, 2017.


