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Get ready for the 
upcoming workshop!

Karen Combs coming to Hall County Quilt Guild to speak 
at April 3rd meeting and to teach a workshop April 4th. 
Our April program will be one of the 
most exciting this year.  Karen 
Combs will be here to do a trunk show 
and discuss her quilting.  She is an 
amazing quilter/artist.  If you want to 
know more about her, check out her 
website at KarenCombs.com. I'm sure 
we will be dazzled.  Be sure to invite 
your quilting friends to be a guest at 
the lecture.  Karen will begin speaking 
at 10:05am, so be there and ready to 
learn.

The next day, Tuesday, April 4, 
Karen will do a workshop at 9:30 
amcalled Patchwork Illusions.  All of 

the spaces have been reserved and 
we have a few people on our waiting 
list, but "things" happen, so a space 
just may become available. Let me 
know if you want to be added to the 
list.

Denise Ulrich
Program Chairperson
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Hall County Quilt Guild
April 2017

At our May 1st meeting we will have, 
what has become, our bi-annual yard sale. 
You can rent a table for the day to sell your 
no longer needed/wanted quilting and 
sewing items for only $5.00.  Just sign up 
with me at the April meeting.  Here are a 
few guidelines.

1.  Only HCQG members can reserve 
tables.  Members can, however, share their 
table with non-member guests.  Remember 
our guest fee is $5.00 per meeting.  Note 
the word "share".  You may not simply 
bring someone to have their own table.

2.  There will be no pre-sales the day of the 
meeting.  All tables will need to be set up 
and ready to go at 10AM.  At that time

Next Month the business meeting will be held and 
show and tell will be finished.  Then the 
tables will be open.  This way you can 
buy and sell at your leisure and simply 
leave when you are done buying or 
selling.
3.  If you chose to not rent a table and 
have items you no longer need/want, the 
Guild will have a table.  You can donate 
your items for the benefit of the Guild 
coffers. Carol Johnson has generously 
agreed to be in charge of that table.  You 
can also donate items that may not have 
much value, but others may enjoy, to the 
"Free Table".  All donated items will be 
donated to Goodwill/Salvation Army/etc. 
if not sold.

Stay tuned for more fun stuff coming up 
including the annual picnic in June.

Denise Ulrich

CHURN DASHNews

April 3 - Karen Combs at HCQG 9:30am
April 4 - Karen Combs workshop 9:30am
April 17 - Project Day 10:00am
April 21, 22, 23 - Braselton Spring Festival

May 1 - Guild Yard Sale
May 22 - Project Day

June 5 - Picnic @ Eagle Ranch
June 19 - Project Day

July 10 - Guild meeting
July 17 - Project Day

August 7 - Shannon Brinkley at HCQG
shannon-brinkley-studio.myshopify.com
August 21 - Project Day

Sept 11 - Guild Meeting
Sept 18 - Project Day
Sept ? - Mule Camp

Oct 1 - Guild Meeting
Oct 16 - Project Day
Oct 27, 28, 29 - Braselton Fall Festival
Nov 6 - Guild Meeting
Dec 4 - Christmas Luncheon
Jan 8 - Guild Meeting - Election
Jan 22 - Project Day
Feb 5 - Insulation of New 2018 Board
Feb 13-16 - HCQG Quilting Retreat 

http://KarenCombs.com
http://shannon-brinkley-studio.myshopify.com
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Many happy returns to our 

 April birthdays!  
06  Judy Kessel 
14  Jean Edwards 
19  Gail Columbus

Please bring a raffle item to the 
April 3rd meeting if you have not 
already done so.  Anything that a 
fellow quilter would find useful is 
appreciated! It does not have to 
be new. If you are unable to bring 
a raffle item the month of your 
birthday, it's fine to bring it 
another month.

Connie Murphy

Thank you in advance to those bring 
food for the refreshment table in April.

Julie Monroe - Coordinator
Ruth Matthews
Barbara Wyatt
Rose King
Eliza Cagle
Martha Vanderbossch
Donna Proctor

Rose King

Scissors were probably invented around 1500 BC, by the ancient Egyptians.

Bronze scissors were found in ancient Egypt during the bronze age.  The original design 
consisted of two bronze blades connected at the handle by a flexible strip of bronze. 
Referred to as 'spring scissors', they worked with a pincer action, where the user would 
push the blades together to make a cut. They would have been used for cutting things like 
fabric and shearing sheep's wool.  This design was used across Europe until the 16th 
century.

 
Modern day scissors, made of hardened and polished cast steel, were first mass produced 
in Britain in 1761 by Robert Hinchliffe. Since then, scissors and other similar tools have 
developed many variations, for different industries and uses. 

1. AVOID MOISTURE - Ironing and sewing go hand in hand, but irons usually have water in 
them so we can steam as we press, and moisture is not good for your scissors. Avoid 
setting your scissors on your ironing board, as your board will retain the moisture from the 
steam a lot longer than you may think.

2. CUT FABRIC ONLY! - It’s tempting to reach for your closet pair of scissors when you 
need to cut something, but you should reserve your good fabric scissors for only cutting 
fabric, thread, and ribbons without wire.

3. HAVE A SPARE PAIR - Have an alternate pair of scissors on hand for cutting wired 
ribbon, patterns, fusible interfacing, and other things that might damage your fabric scissors.

4. KEEP IT SHARP - Have your scissors sharpened regularly by a professional knife 
sharpener. This isn’t something I suggest doing at home, as if you damage the blades, there 
is little chance they can be repaired. Check with the local fabric store near you, or if you 
have Gingher scissors, try their mail-order sharpening service.

5. WIPE THEM CLEAN - As your scissors get full of lint, frequently wipe them down with a 
dry soft cloth, like muslin, to keep the blades free of lint and other fabric fuzz.

6. ALWAYS AVOID PINS - When you pin your pattern to your fabric, be sure to keep your 
pins within the paper so you do not accidentally cut over a pin while cutting the fabric. Using 
pins with a ball on the end will help you spot them along the way.

7. DON’T DROP THEM! - Dropping your scissors can knock the blades out of alignment, 
even if dropped on carpet, but especially if dropped on wood or concrete floors. So do your 
best to keep them on the cutting table or in safe storage at all times.

8. KEEP THE CASE CLOSED - Most good scissors will come with a case or sleeve to keep 
your scissors safe and protected when not in use, so use the case at all times to keep the 
blades clean and free from dust.

9. MAKE A WORTHY INVESTMENT - All-metal scissors can be a costly investment, but a 
quality pair will cut better, last longer, and can be sharpened over and over again. Plastic is 
nearly impossible to repair if broken, so scissors with plastic handles will never last as long 
as those made of quality metal.

10. CUT AT THE RIGHT SPOT - Cutting thin fabrics and small areas like notches, using the 
tips of the scissors is great, but when cutting thick and heavy fabrics, rely on the part of the 
scissors where the two blades separate near the joint with the screw. Cutting heavy fabric 
with the tips can possibly pull the blades out of alignment.

11. OIL -  Consider applying a light coating of oil on the scissors’ blades and edges to 
prevent rust, especially if you live in a coastal area, use the scissors in a humid 
environment, or want to store them for a long time.

https://www.wonkeedonkeetools.co.uk/tin-snips-and-aviation-snips/a-brief-history-of-snips/
www.craftsy.com/blog/2014/09/keeping-scissors-sharp/
http://www.gingher.com/pages/repair-and-maintenance/4/

Scissors: 
Care for your most important tool

https://www.wonkeedonkeetools.co.uk/tin-snips-and-aviation-snips/a-brief-history-of-snips/
http://www.craftsy.com/blog/2014/09/keeping-scissors-sharp/
http://www.gingher.com/pages/repair-and-maintenance/4/
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Northeast Georgia Humane Society, 
Gainesville, is thrilled to be getting 
the beds.  We will no longer accept 
bags of scraps; it takes us too many 
hours to complete the beds.  We 
have covers ready made for you; all 
you have to do is cut up your scraps 
and put them in the bag. Do not put 
large pieces in the bags and be 
careful not to over stuff, the beasties 
like the beds squishy.  We 
discovered pins in one of the last 
beds turned in, very dangerous for 
the animals.  Please be very careful 
to not get any pins or paper in 
with your scraps.   
 

They have asked that if you make 
the beds they should be about 15 
inches by 18-20 inches. They don’t 
use them for the large dogs because 
the dogs tend to shred the beds and 
the stuffing clogs up the drainage 
system.

 A big thank you to Sally Zook, she 
made over 30 covers for us last 
month.
 

Kathi Severts
Chris Anderson 

Julie Monroe and Ruth Matthews are 
heading up our guilds efforts to provide 
some love and comfort to those going 
through chemotherapy.  Directions on 
how to make small comfort pillows will 
be available soon.  

Although our guild does not directly 
support Quilts for Kids or QOV.  There 
are many quilters in our guild that are 
active in each of these organizations. 

Betty Wright is the organizer for the 
local Quilts for Kids and she attends 
most of our meetings.  She has 
answers to any questions you might 
have and usually has kits you can take 
home and sew.  

Betty Heathman is the leader of the 
local QOV group on Eagle’s Wings she 
is at most guild meetings and would 
love to answer any questions you have 
about making a QOV quilt.

There are so many opportunities to use 
your quilting to help others. If your 
looking to help just ask those members 
you see at guild for suggestions.

Eagle Ranch provides a Christ-
centered home for boys aged 6-18 
who are in need of a stronger family 
support system, located in Chestnut 
Mountain, Georgia. They provide 
residential care for up to 66 children 
on their campus. The campus 
accommodates 24 girls and 42 boys 
in ten homes. Each home is staffed 
by a live-in houseparent couple, 
creating a warm family atmosphere 
in each home. 

The Hall County Quilt Guild makes 
throw sized quilts for the children of 
Eagle Ranch. The children pick a 
quilt of their choosing when they 
arrive and take the quilt home with 
them at the end of their stay.  The 
guild has kits available that provide 
everything you need to create a quilt 
top,  pre-cut fabric, and a pattern.  
Then we have longarmers in the 
guild that volunteer their time to quilt 
the quilts.  Finally we ask you to sew 
on the binding.

Our biggest need is to make quilts 
suited for older boys and young men.

This is an ongoing project for the 
guild. There are guidelines on our 
website for making a quilt for Eagle 
Ranch.  

You can pick a kit at the guild 
meeting or contact Jenny Grandfield, 
Jenny Thomas or Peggy Johnson.

Doggie & Kitty Beds

Volunteer Opportunities

Community Service
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Linda O’Donnell made this wonderful 
t-shirt memory quilt.

Our retreat was a great success and 
fun was had by all.  Donna and I are 
already busy planning for next year.  
Next years dates are February 13-16.  
We would like to give a big thank you 
shout out to Betty Sue’s, City Square 
Quilts, Common Thread, Thread 
Bear, Georgia Sewing, and Patrick’s 
for supplying us with many of the 
door prizes.  If you are at any of the 
shops, please let them know how 
much they are appreciated. 

Chris Anderson 
Donna Proctor

HCQG
Retreat In March Laura Nagy along with Jenny 

Granfield and Judy Prudy presented 
Laura’s husband Bert Nagy with a quilt 
for his service in the Army.  Bert’s father 
Bert S Nagy was also honoured with 
this quilt for his service in the Navy.  
Laura is a member of the QOV group 
On Angel Wings.  

What are you quilting?

Last summer during several project 
days the guild worked on making 
these paper pieced feather blocks 
out of some “ugly” fabric.  The end 
result was this amazing quilt.  Thank 
you to Rose King for putting the 
blocks together.  A lucky child at 
Eagle Ranch will enjoy snuggling 
with this beauty.

Thank you 
Bert E Nagy 

and Bert S Nagy 
for your service to our country.

A huge thank you to everyone who 
helped to create these beautiful quilts.  
Peggy and I are so grateful.  Thank you 
for allowing us to be your presidents for 
the last two years.

Jean Edwards

Please remember 
Diane Erickson 

in your thoughts and prayers.

Cards for Diane Erickson during her 
hospital stay and recovery can be sent 
to this address.

Diane Erickson
c/o 8th Floor nursing station
Emory University Hospital
1364 Clifton Rd NE 
Atlanta, Georgia 30322



HCQG.org

Hall County Quilt Guild’s
Meeting Minutes 
March 6, 2016

At 10:00 am Roxan Brown introduced herself and Becky Bicknell as our new presidents for the coming year. 
She then gave us 16 reasons for buying more fabrics.

Denise Ulrich introduced our speaker, Paige Quarrells, from Sewing Machines.com. Paige demonstrated a 
new Brother  free arm, one needle embroidery with quilting machine. Brother is the only company that is making an 
embroidery that can do free motion quilting. 

Paige also showed us a Juki TL 2200, straight stitch only sewing  machine that is marketed toward quilters.  
She stated that Juki is the largest sewing machine manufacturer in the world. SewingMachines.com services all 
sewing machines quickly. They are located in Buckhead. 
A 10-minute break was taken after the speaker.
I   The business meeting was called to order by Becky Bicknell
II  Old business: none
III New business: none
Becky Bicknell asked that we be respectful and not talk while the speakers are talking.
IV  Programs: Denise Ulrich thanked Paige Quarrells for her program.

Upcoming programs:
April-Karen Combs, a nationally known quilter and teacher.  Denise reminded us to invite our 

friends to hear her speak. She will do a workshop on Tuesday April 7th.There is one spot left for the class. If 
it is not filled today, it will be opened to the community.

May-Annual Garage Sale. Members only can rent a table for $5.00. All sale items are to be quilt 
related. The Guild will have a table and you can donate items the Guild’s table. Invite your friends to shop. A 
guest fee of $5.00 will be charged to visitors.

June- Annual picnic. A sign-up sheet will be passed so that you can sign up to bring a side dish. 
The Guild will provide the meats and the paper products.

Denise stated that she is open to suggestions for speakers and workshops. She is interested in having some skill 
builders.
V   Membership: Laura Nagy
 Laura welcomed two visitors and three new members. They are:

Paula Johnson, Clara Larson, Ronda Rose.
Laura told us that a new password has been issued.

VI   Hospitality: Rose King introduced herself as the new hospitality chairman and thanked everyone for bring the 
refreshments. She encouraged us to sign up to bring refreshments and she reminded us that our membership is 
growing and we need to have ample refreshments.
VII   Betty Wright asked that we take kits and complete them for Quilts for Kids. She would like for us to sign out 
the kits and return the completed quilts by the next month if possible. These quilts are given to children at Northeast 
Georgia Medical Center and several other places throughout the county. She wants labels put on the quilts as she 
tells each child who made the quilt for them.
VIII  HCQG Retreat: Chris Anderson reported that the 2017 retreat was a success. She and Donna Proctor will be 
the chairmen for the retreat again next year. The retreat will be February 13-16, 2018.

Chris also talked about saving scraps for doggie beds that are donated to the Hall County Humane Society. 
She states that she has empty bags available. She does not want scraps that are not in bags any longer.
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http://SewingMachines.com
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IX  Newsletter: Jean Edwards has changed the due date of the newsletter articles. They will now be due on the third 
Monday of the month. The same day as Project Day. Please e-mail your articles to her.
X   Eagle Ranch: Jenny Grandfield gave out pins for those that made quilts for Eagle Ranch last year that had not 
received them at the December meeting. The names called were: Faye Curlee, Dee Grimshaw, Deanna Vargo, Mattie 
Turnipseed and Richard Hood. If you were not there to receive your pin let Jenny know.

Jenny has kits for the Eagle Ranch quilts available today. She is in need of more boy quilts than girl quilts. 
She reminded us that every child at Eagle Ranch gets a quilt.
XI Sunshine/Project Day: Carol Johnson wants anyone to let her know if someone needs a card for any reason. 
This month sent cards to Peggy Johnson, Judy Purdy, Jean Edwards’s daughter and Sylvia Hulsey, who is no longer 
able to come to  guild meetings 

Christine Pierson will be working with Carol.
            Linda Berbert reported that Diane Erickson is sick and is in the hospital. She read a card that Diane had 
sent. Diane is expected to be in the hospital until July. She needs our prayers. She is in Emory Hospital and her 
daughter has started a CaringBridge website for her.

Project Day is March 20. Judy Campbell will be teaching how to make a Fold and Stitch wreath. Please 
bring something to share for lunch.

Julie Monroe and Ruth Matthews are starting a project to make pillows for cancer survivors. 
Julie reported that one of the children that Betty had delivered a quilt to did not want to go home on the day 

he was discharged because he knew that the “quilt lady” didn’t make deliveries until Friday. Fortunately, Betty had left 
extra quilts for the nurses to give out in her absence and he was able to get his quilt and go home happy.
XII  Birthday Raffle:  Connie Murphy thanked everyone for being generous in bringing in their gifts.  She will try to 
send reminders to those that are having birthdays, so they will not forget their gifts. She also reminded us that we can 
make a donation gift at any time that she will save for when we do not have many birthdays in that month. She stated 
that $164. Was collected last month.
 XII Block of the Month: Trixie Comfort has started a Block of the Month. She gave out the first month’s block. If 
you bring back your completed block next month, you get the next block pattern.
XIV 2018 Raffle Quilt: Charlotte Payne has volunteered to be in charge of getting the 2018 Raffle quilt made. 
Member were asked to bring in fat quarters of civil was type fabrics. A demonstration on using the ruler needed to 
make the blocks will be given in May.
XV  2017 Raffle Quilt: Roxan Brown distributed tickets to the members present for them to sell for the 2017 raffle 
quilt. Tickets are to be sold for $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00. She asked for a volunteer to be chairman of the raffle tickets 
sales for this year.
XVI  Connie Cobb from City Square Quilts and a member of the guild told us that March 18 was National Quilting 
Day and that a presentation was being held at the Depot in Hoschton and she was in need of some quilts to be 
displayed and asked for volunteers. She said that the Guild could display our quilt at her store on that day as well.
XVII Paige Quarrells had the members sign up for a drawing after her presentation. The winner of the drawing was 
Carol Johnson.
XVIII Denise announced that the April workshop is filled.
Business meeting was adjourned at 12:15 pm.
Many quilts were shown during Show and Tell.
Respectively submitted by
Lydia Conner,
Secretary

Meeting Minutes 
March 6, 2016
Continuted from previous page
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2017 HCQG Executive Board
Co-Presidents

Becky Bicknell
Roxan Brown

Vice President 
Denise Ulrich

Secretary
Lydia Conner

Treasurer
Betty Heathman

HCQG meetings are on the FIRST Monday of each month 
unless that day is a holiday (then the meeting is the second Monday of the month)
Social Hour is at 9:30 a.m. and the meeting starts at 10:00 
Project Day is held THIRD Monday of each month at the church at 10:00 a.m. 
bring anything you are working on as well as a dish to share (or just bring your own lunch if 
that works better for you).

I throughly enjoyed this book and highly 
recommend it. It will make you laugh, and 
cry.  It made me long to hear more of 
Lula’s stories and remembered those 
stories told to me about my family.

Quilt of Souls written by Phylis Lawson.

Four-year-old Phyllis was plucked off from 
the only family she knew and was 
transported on the doorstep of her 
grandmother Lula Horn (1883-1986). Born 
in Sandersville, Mississippi, Lula later 
moved to Hattiesburg, Mississippi where 
she worked as a domestic quilter. Through 
oral tradition, she told the young Phyllis 
the tragic stories of her ancestors. 

The quilt was a family heirloom that Lula 
made out of the clothing of long-lost loved 
ones who died in the face of extreme 
bigotry and racism. Each piece of cloth 
woven into the quilt had the blood, sweat, 
and tears of black people who fought 
against the unconscionable injustices back 
then. The weaving of their clothing into a 
quilt mended each broken life back 
together with each pull of the thread. 

This book is available on Amazon.

Jean Edwards 

16 Reasons for Buying Fabric
1. It helps insulates the closet where it is kept.
2. It helps keep the economy going. It is our duty to support cotton, farmers, textile           
       mills.
3. It is less expensive and more fun than psychiatric care.
4. Because it's on sale!
5. A sudden increase in the boll weevil population might wipe out the cotton crop for 
the next ten years.
   
6. It’s a contest. Whoever dies with the most fabric wins!
7. It keeps without refrigeration, you don't have to cook it to enjoy it, you never have 
to feed it, change it, wipe its nose or walk it.
8. I need extra weight in the trunk of my car for traction on snowy, icy roads. 
9. Because I'm worth it!
10. Like dust, it's good for protecting previously empty spaces in the house, like the 
ironing board, the laundry hamper, the dining room table.
11. When the Big One hits, all the quilt shops might be swallowed into the ground 
and never be seen again.
12. Stress from dealing with the Fabric Control Officer (spouse) made me do it.
13. It's not immoral, illegal or fattening. It calms the nerves, gratifies the soul, and 
makes me feel good.

14. Buy it now, before your husband retires and goes with you on all your shopping 
expeditions.

15. A yard a day is all the quilt shops of America ask.

16. I NEED it!

Are you new to the Hall County Quilters Guild?
Check out our website at HCQG.org for valuable information like how to 
make a name badge, our policies and proceedures, how to make a quilt for 
Eagle Ranch and even photos of quilts that our members have made.

http://HCQG.org

